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the Christian belief in the life to come I was prepared
to look upon the mortal habitation she had left
behind and to think of her as not there but in
Paradise. This I did arid I experienced no sense of
shock and it is only with an effort that I can now,
after some twenty years, recall her appearance
then. When another member of our family died
some five years later I distinctly remember saying
as my aunt and I looked upon the corpse, ' She is not
here you know, she is in Paradise.' This conviction
has taken away from me all fear in looking upon a
corpse. When, however, I had to undergo an
operation some years latei^ I found that I had an
exceedingly great fear in facing my own death. It
was only after a wrestling of the soul so great that
it cannot be described and when the anaesthetic had
almost completed its work that I felt an approach to
peace ; but without hesitation I can say that this
peace came as a result of the triumph of the thought
of the reality of the life after death. The fear came
from a much lower stratum of my being, and I could
not fail to be conscious of the knowledge that my life
was on a higher and more permanent plane when I
reached tranquillity than when tossed with fears
which? I suppose, must have been either wholly
instinctive, or intensified as a result of failure to
apply to myself and my own life the thoughts which,
as stated above, I found so helpful in contemplating
the death of another. I can distinctly remember
that when looking upon the corpses mentioned, my
attitude the whole time was, ' This state of things
does not apply to me.' Nor did it at that moment! "
The detachment here again noted is very interesting